J Korean Med Assoc 2007; 50(11): 946 -958 P arasitic diseases of the Korean people have remarkably changed in terms of the kinds of major parasites and the prevalence of each parasite species. In particular, after the 19708 0s, the prevalence of soil transmitted nematode infections became very low, and instead, those diseases that had been veiled by the soil transmitted nematodes became unveiled and attention is paid to these parasitic infections. It is also of note that various kinds of new parasitic infections emerged, and malaria that disappeared in the late 1970s re emerged after 1993. Most of these species are, with the exception of P. vivax and several others, food borne parasites. For prevention of these parasitic infections, consumption of well cooked food is essential.
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